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Local media reports in early January indicated that the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
is upgrading its presence in Honduras and expanding its joint anti-narcotics trafficking program
with the Honduran military and police. Although the US Embassy has not revealed the details, US
Ambassador Crescencio Arcos has expressed increasing concern regarding indications of a rise in
the amount of illegal narcotics passing through Honduras. One such report came on Jan. 14, when
government spokespersons confirmed that a cargo consisting of 12 helicopters, vehicles, and other
equipment destined for use in anti-narcotics operations was delivered to the Atlantic coast town
of Puerto Cortes. Government officials said the cargo was provided by the DEA for use by local
police and military units in their anti-narcotics trafficking efforts. An army spokesperson confirmed
that the DEA is working on a program which includes increased provision of logistical support for
their Honduran counterparts. Also in mid-January, a new joint US-Honduran anti- narcotics office
began operations in Tegucigalpa. The new office, which will gather and organize intelligence data
in conjunction with anti-narcotics trafficking efforts, is headquartered in Tegucigalpa's National
Police Academy (Academia Nacional de Policia, ANAPO). (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 01/14/93;
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 01/17/93)
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